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for enunciating doctrines which proved that, for the last
thirty years, the Southerners have been right all the
time, and his inference was incontrovertible. So the
"great principles" change all the tune; or, what is far
more important, the phrases change. Some go out of
fashion, others come in; but the phrase-makers are with
us all the time. So when our friends the expansionists
tell us that times have changed, what it means is that
they have a whole set of new phrases which they want
to force into the place of the old ones. The new ones
are certainly no more valid than the old ones. All the
validity that the great principles ever had they have
now. Anybody who ever candidly studied them and
accepted them for no more than they were really worth
can stand by them now as well as ever. The time when
a maxim or principle is worth something is when you
are tempted to violate it.
Another answer which the imperialists make is that
Americans can do anything. They say that they do
not shrink from responsibilities. They are willing to
run into a hole, trusting to luck and cleverness to get
out. There are some things that Americans cannot do.
Americans cannot make 2 + 2 = 5. You may answer
that that is an arithmetical impossibility and is not in
the range of our subject. Very well; Americans cannot
collect two dollars a gallon tax on whisky. They tried
it for many years and failed. That is an economic or
political impossibility, the roots of which are in human
nature. It is as absolute an impossibility on this domain
as the former on the domain of mathematics. So far as
yet appears, Americans cannot govern a city of one hun-
dred thousand inhabitants so as to get comfort and con-
venience in it at a low cost and without jobbery. The
fire department of this city is now demoralized by polit-